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tfevfKing Death 
Probe Mystery 

Jygshington 

kouse Assassinations Committee investigators re-, 
lofted yesterday they have been unable to learn where 
James Earl Ray got $8300 of the mpney he spent as a 
"Jpgjtive before and after Martin Luther Kmg^s murder. 

They called this “negative evidence” and not proof 
a' conspiracy, but said that — because of such 
Background gaps — they cannot rule out the possibility 
ltey had financial help from unknown accomplices 1 
Nonetheless, chief committee counsel G. Robert 
(lakey and chief investigator Edward Evans told the 
lapel ft is their opinion Ray probably got most of his 
winds from a still-unsolved bank robbery at Alton, III., 
"is home town, on July 13, 1967. 

That was three months after he escaped from a 
kissoun prison and nine months -before Kmg was slain 


Two gunmen in stocking masks netted $27,000 m 
fee Alton holdup, aud the panel investigators said 
authorities suspet ted — but could not prove-— Ray and 
1 — or more of his brothers pulled. the Job. 

The unanswered question of howRay financed his 
J4 months on their run until his capture in June, 1968, 
|n London — including widespread travel, the purchase 
sports car, dancing and bartending lessons, a 
beksmith course, plastic surgery and psychiatric 
Jounselling - is one that leads many to believe he had 
lupport from conspirators m the Memphis assassma- 

FBI files show the bureau could not determine 
here Ray got Ins money either, and speculated he 
: Jfobably met his needs through a string of holdups. 

Ray denies that Now serving a 99-year term as 

« ig’s convicted assassin, tic has recanted his guilty 
fa and maintains he was framed by an otherwise 
identified man named “Raoul.” 

He says he got much of his money from this man, 
s alleged partner in smuggling operations. He has 
iver been able to prove Raoul’s existence. 

The Assassinations Committee is concluding its 
Ivo-year, $5 million investigation of the King and John 
Kennedy murders by examining all the majof 
,j|mspiraey theories. , 




